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BEING A 1 1 
VINDICATION | a 


Of our PRESENT 


Engl h Liberty, 


Of going either to 


Church or. to eee, 


As tends moſt to every Man's 
Edification : And of going to 
Born upon . | 


% 


55 Witten to pacify a Zealot for the Church, 
and thoſe many other Worthy Gentlemen, | 
who at this time are in much heat about it. 
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A Vindication of our pre- 
ſent Engliſh Liberty, &c. 


© 5 nv ork 
Hear there was a Debate among ſome 

- conſiderable Perſons of you, about 
the Diſſenters Occaſional Coming to 
Church for an Office; and you are one of 
- thoſe that are of Opinion, that all ſuch 
ſhould be deprived of their Office, if they 


go again to a Meeting. Sir, you are a 


Chriftian- Gentleman, and a Gentleman for 
your Country; and I pray conſider, Is this 
doing as you would be done by 2 What 
is the Good by it to the Publick? And 


wat hath the Diſſenter done? 


There are ſome have nothing but an 
Office to live on, they, and their Wives and 
their Families; and to put them out of Of- 
fice were utterly to undo them. Now to 
undo a Man only for going to a Meeting, is 
beginning Petſecution (as to ſuch) at the, 
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height; and yet did you with hee Gen- 


tlemen declare againſt perſecuting any, and 
for maintaiging the Act of Toleration, as 


our . Gracious Queen hath. - Alas. Sie ! 


Theſe are inconſiſtent things, and there 3 is 


no Cauſe for ſuch Diſturbance. 

"If you would have an 44 that call on- 
ly keep Men out of Office that go to NMeet- 
ings, who are ready to qualify themfel ves 


e it by receiving - the Sacrament, accord- 


to the uſage of the Church, it is incon- 


: f ent with Toleration; but if it put Men 
out of Office that are in already and quali- 
fied for it, it is plain Perſecution. When! 
hear yqu then to declare againſt Perſecuti- 
on, and for maintaining the Act of Tolera- 
tion, and yet cry up ſuch an Act, it brings 
that Text of the Proverbs to my wind ; Such 


ic the Way of an adulterous Woman, ſhe wipeth ber 


88 Mouth, and ſaith, I have done no Wickedneſs, - 
IT The Lawindeed requires that he that hath 
an Office (tho he be thereby made no fitter 
for it) ſhallgo and receive the Sacrament 
at Church. A Diſſenter hath an Office, and 
he does fo ; where is the Fault? It is not in 

the Man, for to do as the Law requires is 
no Fault. TM Fault e is in che Law, 


Which 


A 


which ought to be e b and chat i i, - 
the Sacramental Teſt ſhould be taken off. 

If ic be not evil for a Diſſenter to go to 
Church, but better I hope that he ſhould 
go ſometimes than not at all; then is Occaſio · 


nal Coming to Church for an Office not to 
be prevented: But if it be evil, the Ground, 
the only Ground of ſuch Occaſional Com- 
munion is that Sacramentał Teſt. Let that 
Teſt then only be taken away, and this Oc- 

caſional Communion is ſtopped for ever. 
Io make the receiving the Sacrament a 
Qualification for evety Office Civil or Mili- 
tary, is to put the Miniſter upon piving it, 
and him that receives it (whether (onfor- * 
wiſt or Nonconformiſt) upon taking it, to ano- 
ther end than that for which it e e 
ted; and that cannot be (as to many) wich- 
out 4 profaning it. lt muſt therefore be a 
Shame to ſuch as you, to lie under this Scan- 

dal, that the Church of England cannot be 
upheld but by the means > that which in- 
duces (and ſo by your conſequential Allow- 
ance of) a Profanation of the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's upper. 
I bere can no Office Civil or Military bo a 
of lo. much Concern to the State or Publick, 


214. 0 
— 


ä 
as to be a Parliament-Man : | - And when re- 
nouncing Traaſubſtagtiation, without tak - 
ing the Sacrament, hath been enough to qua- 
lify a Member of Parliament, it is ſtrange 
the Sacrament ſhould be made 4 neceſlary 
Qualification for any" Office of Inferiour p 
_ Condition, 

There are Pariet Nen, There ate 
Juſtices of the Peace, there are Aldermen, 
and chere are ſeveral Officers Civil or Milita- 
xy, that ſerve their Country, ot in their 
Places, to their Charge; and I ſuppoſe ma- 
ny of them are ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs of 
going to Church or to Meetings, and do go 
do either or both, as is convenient for them. 
Now if there paſs ſuch an Act as confines 
them to Oe and puts them out of 75 
Imploy if they go to a Meeting again, th 
Men, AN wA.; Charge rg Node by 
their Service of their Country more than 

Profit, will leave it off, and forſaking the 
Church, cleave to che Mectings alrogether, 
and having ſorne | dents ; and many 
that regard and love them, ſuch will do as 
they do, and follow them. They would 
before go ſometimes, to Church, and were 
| Tn poor Miniſter of the 3 
| ut 
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but now they leave both, and ſtick to te 
diſſenting Paſtor and his People. And is 
that good for. the Church? You cannot 
but know that Perſecution was that which. 
brought Men into, and encreaſed the Church 
of Chriſtians in the Primitive Times: 
and when there ſhall ariſe a Cry of Perlecu- - 
tion by this Act, you muſt conſider, that tho 
. that Cry among the People, the Diſſenters 
will have the Benefic of Perſecution for the 
Increaſe of their Meetings, and the Security 
of the Act of Toleration for their Safety and 
Quiet in them: This muſt needs fill their 
Churches, and empty the Pariſh-Congrega- 
tions, to the Grief of many a Miniſter that 
is now very warm for ſuch an Act. Sir, you 
are not a Man (I believe) of one Thought, 
and muſt conſider that if you begin, you: 
muſt goon to the taking away of Toleration 
quite, or what you do elſe ſignifies nothing; 
but ſeeing that Act abides in the Reſolution | 
of the Queen, God forbid there ſhould: be 0 
ſuch Diſſimulation in any of you, as to in- . 
tene i annhe SST 
There are two things now, one you al- 
ledg, and one you object, that miſt be an- 
i That 
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1 5 5 „ Ebst which you dlledg is'to FO 


That it is meet that 94.4 that are in Office 
ſhould be of that Religion which the State 


is of, becauſe it is ſo in other States; even in 
Holland. To this I. anſwer fitſt, that Argu- 


. ments 45 Exemplo hold not Negatively; ; and A, 
fir matively only ſo far, as to prove that a 


ly, that our State and Church is I ſuppoſe i in 
your account the beſt in the World; and if 
ſo, we are then to be Examples to others, 
| ind not they to us. I ſay thirdly; unto 
which I ſtick, that in all States where the Po- 
liticks are good, {thoſe Men who are moſt 
able, faithful and fit to manage Offices, 


Meetings. 


cannot; 


a * 


thing may be, not that it muſt. - I ſay ſecond- 


ſhould have them: And whether they go 
to (Church or to. Meetings, it is nothing to the 
purpoſe. - I ſay fourthly, that thEmarter of 
Fact is falſe, for that even Papiſts may enjoy 
Military Offices in Holland; and Men may 
hold Civil there, tho they BY to ſeparate - 


That you jet is, If a Diſſenter can come 


to Church once for an Office, he may come 
alas. Id this I anſwer, chat if ſhould be 
firſt een dered more righteouſſy, that tho 
ſome and many come, the moſt of thoſe Men 


cannot: And ſeeing the Conſciences of moſt 
of the Nonconformiſts are ſuch that they 


think it a Sin, and therefore ſeek no Office 
| (howſoever convenient for them) becauſe 

they can't do it; Why are ſuch Men, ſuch 
innocent faithful Men ſo wronged by the 
Sacramental Teſt, that they muſt be debarred 
the Liberty that you have, of enjoying an 
Office, and the Country alſo deprived of the 
Service of fuch Men ? And why (if there 
be in you any ſuch tenderneſs towards Conſci- 
ence, as you pretend) do not you take off 
that Teſt, which ſo eaſily you might do, and 
ſave this Act? There is nothing to be ſaid 
to this, but what is before alledged and an- 

ſwered. I ſay then to the Point, I believe a 
Diſſenter may in point of Conſcienee do ſo, 
and may do ſo always, but it follows not 
therefore that he muſt always, or that he 
ſhould be forced to it. When a thing is in- 
different (as the going to Meetings or to 
Church is to me) a Man may do it, and he 
may not do it. To argue then from one 


part that he may, for his doing it always, is a 
Non ſequitur, being a Contradiction to the 


other part, becauſe he alſo may not. 
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RE Miniſtry Thinks himſelf bound in Conſcience” 
mas the Goſpel. He cannot conſent 
to every thing contain d in the two Books of 
the Ly and Orders, the Articles of the 
Church, and the Canonical Subſcription. Ile 
may not therefore preach at all, unleſs he ſets 
up 4 Meeting. Preaching now. and. Hearing 
are relata; and if Neceſſity be laid on him to 
preach, the People in Communion with him 
ſometimes muſt hear. Some of theſe can, and 
do many times go to Church, but not altoge- 
ther, becauſe of the greater Profit to their 
Souls. Upon that account they cannot, 
and will not therefore be ſo baſe as ever to 
foxſake their Paſtor, This Reaſon why 
EE: they may ſometimes go to Church, and not 
5 always, and Reaſons for taking off the Sa- 
cramental Teſt, you may fee more at large 
ina late Book, erated; A ſeaſonable (anti- 
on to the Members of this New Parliament. 
Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane. 
One thing more I muſt mention, viz, a 
Diſſenter is prick'd for Sheriff; if be holds, 
be muſt leave the Meeting; if he will not 
2 hold, he muſt be ſin d. Now is it not rank 
N Perſecution to force a Man to pay a Sum 8 0 
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f Money, becauſe be will not it act againſt 1 


Conſcience; as the taking the Sacrament- co 
qualify him for that Office is to ſome, and 
the forſaking the WN . 3 

is to others. | 


- 


s Argunien to Neve an 40 re. 
vent Occaſional Conformity, incon- 


-M Rent with * Ad of Toleration. 


0 tale away that Cie Hos the 
Nonconformiſt, which the 4a of To- 
leration grants him, is inconſiſtent with the 


Act of Toleration. 


But the Act you 4 to hw. will an 


away that r from the Nonconformiſt, 5 


hay the Act of Toleration grants him. 
„ ſuch an Act is inconſiſtent wk 


2 A& of Toleration. 


The Propoſition apparent; the Aſſump- 


tion I prove. 


Whatſoever Act takes away the Liberty 


from a Nonconſormiſt to enjoy any Office, 
. who holds his {tated Communion with his 


Meeting, tho. he hath: received the Sacra- a 


ment according to the uſage of the Church 


of <<: 


& el upon the Occaſion of an Office; | 


"1 


does take away that Liberty, which the 

Act of Toleration does grant him, 
But ſuch an Act will (de induſtria) take a- 

way the Liberty of a Nonconformiſt to en- 


joy his Office, who holds his ſtated Com- 
munion with his Meeting, tho he has re- 


ceived the Sacrament according to the uſage 
of the Church of England, upon Occaſion of 
an Office, 

Ergo, Such an Act takes away that Li ber- 
ry from the Nonconformiſt, which the Act of 
Toleration grants him. 

The Act of Toleration grants this, in 
that the Meeting of ſuch (the ſtated Meet- 
ings of ſuch) are allowed, and the Meeter 
indemnified by that Act. But by ſuch an 
„Act, as you defire to have, the Meaings of 
"ſuch will be diſallowed, "and the Meeter 


damnified with the incapacitating him for 
his Office. Such an Act therefore is incon- 
ident with the Act of Toleration. 
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